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Bythe wal Reverend Father in God, 


| Þ O EN Lord 4rebliſtop of York: 


| Publithe by Ver v Paris Spectal Command. 
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inte and Sole by H. Hills, in Blact- fryars; 
near the ver dk, For the Benef of the Poor: 


* 
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ALilom ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great Salvation? 


* : of E 


HE B. ii. 3. 


* 


To O ſhew the Meaning of this Text, and the Uſe we or 
. are to put it to, there needs no more to be done, 5% 
| than to enquire what is here meant by Salvation: 5 

And then Secondly, Upon what Occaſion theſe Words come Tp, 
in, and what was the Apoſtle's Defign in them. Tet 

As to the Firſt; Salvation, in its general Senſe, imports bu 
any great Deliverance from Evil or Danger, Thus God's 4h 
conducting the 7ſrae/ites through the Red Sea, and drown- Jo: 
ing the Egyptian, is called God's Salvation, Exod. 14. 12. H. 
Thus the Deliverance of the Iſraelites out of the hands of 55 
the Phihiſtines, is called a great Salvation, 1 Sam. xiv. 45. Ay 
And indeed this is the uſual Senſe of the Word throughout the rec 
Old Teſtament. But now becauſe the greateſt of all Evils vc 

and Dangers which Mankind are obnoxious to, are thoſe that Hut 
are occaſioned by their Sins; therefore is the Word Salvati- Heſ 
on by way of Eminence appropriated to that deliverance 8 
which our Lord Jeſus Chrift wrought for Mankind, from Bor 
their Sins, and the Puniſhment of them. So that our Salva- Wi 
tion in the New Teſtament Senſe is the ſame thing with our 
Redemption by Chriſt Jeſus. Chriſt came to be our Savi- Wer 
our, and that Redemption he wrought for us, ii our Salva-W t 
tion. And as many parts and branches as there go to the he 
making up that Redemption; ſo many parts and branches e 
there go to make up our Salvation. IN 

This now is that Salvation my Text ſpeaks of: Only with ih er 
this difference, That by an uſual Figure the Apoſtle here putsWtt 
Salvation for the doctrine of Salvation, or that Goſpel of ChriſtWeir 
which tenders this Salvation to Mankind, As appears by what 
follows in the Verſe ; How ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo greatWve 
Salvation; which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord ini 
end was confirmed , phet beard bim? Now tr 
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Jvvhat yatoacton could that be, $4 was EY, ſpoken by our 
Lord, and confirmed by the Apoftles that beard him, but the 
; Gocke or the Goſpel of this Salvation which they Preach'd 2 
As for the other thing; the Connexion of this Text with 
what goes before, and the deſign chat is here purſued, it lies 
hu. The Apoſtle begins this Chapter with an Eos 
e on, by way of don his former diſcourſe. Ve oug li 
„ F berefore ( faith he) to give the more earneſt heed to the 
Fhe things we have heard (that is) the doctrine of the Go- 
Joel he had been recommending to them ) left at any time we 
Tet them ſlip. In the next Verſe he gives a reaſon why they 
te bughbt to 4a ſo regardtul of theſe thing : Becauſe (ſays he) if 
s The words ſpoken by Angels Was ſteadfaſt, and every tranſgreſ< 
aon and diſobedience received juſt recompence of reward 
3. {How ſhall we eſcape, if we negle& ſo great Salvation; which 
of ze the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, &c. That - is to 
5. Hy, If the Old Law, the Law of Moſes, which was delive- 
he fed only by Angels, was of ſo great Authority, that God 
ils would not permit any wilful Tranſgreilion of it to go with- 
at Qut a ſevere Puniſhment: how {hall we eſcape if we neglect or 
ti⸗ Yeſpiſe the New Law of the Goſpel ; the dectrine of fo great 
ice Salvation as is delivered to us by no leſs a Perſon than the 
om Bon of God, and confirm'd to us by his Apoſtles, who were 
va- Witneſſes of what be did and taught ? 
aut The Text then you ſee is brought in as a Motive or Argu- 
vi- Went to enforce the Apoſtles Exhortation in the beginning 
va- the Chapter. And I do not know how [ can better ſerve 
the he ends of this days Meeting, than by making uſe of it to 
hes de ſame purpoſe. 
My buſineſs at this time is to call upon all that tal me, 
rich d employ this preſent Seaſon that we are now entring upon, 
puts the examining the State of their Souls, and Repenting of 
hriſtWeir Sins paſt, and turning to God with all their Hearts, by 
yhatlfriouſly applying themſelves to the Work of Religion, if they 
rears ve hitherto neglected it: And all this in order to the at- 
ord Wning thoſe Benefits, that Salvation which is made over to 
Nowl true Penitents by the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. Now what 
what iter Method can | uſe, to prevail upon any of you to gh 
1 2 this 


71 CR. br aro 4s a as: 
this in practice, tnan by endeavouring to convince you of your ' 
utter inexcuſableneſs, and the impoſſibility of your eſcaping, Þ 


if you do not? A 


W we 


? And further, what better Ar- 
gument can I pitch upon, for the convincing you of this in- 
excuſableneſs, this Impoſſibility of your eſcaping, than that | 
which here the Apoſtle lays ſo much weight upon; namely 
the greatneſs of that Salvation which you deſpiſe, ſo long as x 
you continue in a ſtate of Impenitence? How ſhall we eſcape i 
( ſaith he) if we neglect ſo great Salvation? This ſingle z 
Point, when put into a true Light, carries in it ſo many? , 
Obligations and Engagements to make us all forſake our ſinful 
Courſes, and to lead holy and religious Lives, that where ity} 4 
is duly conſider'd, it can hardly fail of producing that effect. J. 
This Point therefore I beg leave at this time to inſiſt upon, v 
and to apply it with all the plainneſs and carneſtneſs I can, ij de 
the aforeſaid purpoſes. „ 5 
Nov the greatneſs of this Salvation which the Goſpel ten 
ders to us, I ſhall here conſider in theſe two Particulars, 1f 4 
The greatneſs of the Bleſſings contained in it. 2dly, Th, 
greatneſs of the Encouragements we have to ſet about iti k 
Upon both which Accounts it will appear, that we are infi* 
nitely inexcuſable, ſo long as we continue to neglect it. C 
I begin with the firſt Head; the greatnefs of the Salvatio 
it ſelf, which our Lord Jeſus hath made over to us; or this 
great Bleſſings it containeth in it. In which reſpect we ha V 
juſt reaſon to cry out, How ſhall e eſcape, if we neglect el 
great Salvation? | = = 
The Salvation of Chrift is not like that of Moſes, or 7 
foua, or Gideon; a Temporary, Secular one; a deliverinf 
of us out of the Slavery of Egypt; or a putting us into in 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of a Land flowing with Milk and Hong rb 
or a ſaving us from the Invaſions and Oppreſſions of our Eu 
mies: Tho theſe are great Salvations, and are celebrated 80 
ſuch in the Old Teſtament. And it is a Salvation of this NP 
ture, that the Jes do yet expect from their Meſſiah. Mfth 
it is a thing infinitely greater and more deſirable. = 2 
You 
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ge The Salvation which od purchaſed, and the Goſpel | 

1 renders to every Creature, is a Comprehenſion of the richeſt 

ſ- 7 Bleſſings that God can beſtow, and a deliverance from the 

a} greateſt Evils that Mankind can ſuffer., It contains in it all 

Yr that can make the Nature of Man perfect, or the State of his 

ly © Life happy; and frees him from all that either dotk or can 

as render his Commiſſion miſerable. Indeed the Bleſſings of 

ape it are great beyond all imagination. Eye hath not ſeen, nor 

gle} Ear heard, neither did enter into the heart of Man, the things 

ny which God hath prepared for them that love him. 1 Cor. ii. 9. 

ful} For in the Firſt place; to be ſaved as Chriſt came to ſave 

e ii the World, is to have all our Sins forgiven; all our number- 

ect. lefs Iniquities and Tranſgrefſions blotted out; all thoſe hea- 

vy Loads of Guilt which oppreſſed our Souls, and might 

even juſtly ſink them into Deſparation, quite removed from 

our Minds, „ 

23 lr is to be reconciled to God, and reſtor'd to his Favour 

10 and Friendſhip, ſo that he ſhall be no longer a conſuming fire; 

Tha no longer an angry, terrible, revenging God, bur a moſt 

t ug kind, compaſſionate, and tender-hearted Father to us. 

inf It is to be at Peace with him, and at Peace with our own 

+ Confciences ; and to have a Title to his peculiar Love, and 

oY Care, and Protection all the days of our Lives. 

r this Again, Secondly, To be ſaved as Chriſt came to fave the 

hav World, is to be reſcued from the cruelleſt Bondage of our cru- 

ect Melleſt Enemies; from the Dominion of Sin, and the Tyranny 

hof the Devil. 2 

7% lt is to be tranſlated out of the Power of darkneſs into the + 

ein Kingdom of our dear Lord; ſo that Sin ſhall Reign no longer 

in our mortal Bodies, hut we ſhall ſerve God in the newneſs of 

At be Spirit. | is | 

It ĩs to be aſſerted into a ſtate of true Freedom and Liberty: 

So that we {hall be no longer under the Controul of blind 

N Paſſions; or be hurried on by our impetuous Luſts ts do thoſa 

Uthings which our Reaſon doth condemn; but are in ſuch a 
Condition, that we can diſpoſe of our ſelves according to our 

gown deſires, and our deſires ſhall be always ſuch as are ft and 


Pecoming a reafenable Nature. 


"#— = 4 


Aa Et... — AS a PIR 


W 


— — 2 
* 


= 3 . a Jew * . 
wb © Dy a * 
2 
* 2 


ä aa; Ra; 1 3 * — 
i * * C => » "3 8 0 2 2% " nw Dn. Ho LR 2 . 
g | * 


(00 "Wan ER SDN IM. 
” 


$3 Ba | 

It is to have a new Principle of life infuſed into us ; by the 
means of which, we ſhall not only live up to the perfection 4 
of the Human Nature, but be made partakers of the Di.: P 


vine. hi 

It is to become the Temples of the Holy Spirit, to have 
him as a perpetual Gueſt and Lodger in our Hearts; whoſe th 
holy Fire : will conſume all our droſs and impurity ; whoſe C 
comfortable Influences will always chear and refreſh us, and} ly 
whoſe wiſe Counſels will always adviſe, direct, and governy [er 
Us. 

In a word, it is to live like God, to be transformed into al 
his Image, and to be made like unto him in Wiſdom, and P 
Righteouſneſs, and Purity, and all other Prov which L 
the Nature of Man is capable of. 12 

Furthermore in the Third place; to be ſaved as Chriſt came F 
to ſave us, is to be delivered from the Wrath to come; from 
that dreadful Vengeance which ſhall one day overtake all G 
the World. 

When the Heaven ſhall paſs away with a \ crackling noiſe off A 
Fire; andthe Elements ſball melt with fervent heat; the Earth r 
lo; and all the works that are therein, ſhall be barn up. f 


iii. 10. Þ 
2 ag the Lord ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a mighty 
* with ten thouſand of bis Angels, to take vengeance in 


which they bave unrighteouſly committed, 1 Thel. iv. 16, 2 
Theſ. i. 8. Jude 15. 3 


When all Men both ſmall and great, dead and living, ſhall 
be ſummoned to appear before a dreadful and impartial Tri- I 


flaming fire upon all ungodly Men for all the ungodly Deeds |, x 
| ( 
1 


When the greateſt and moſt proſperous Sinners that tell 
Sun-ever ' ſhone upon, ſhall tremble, and ſneak, and be con. I 


bt 
bunal, and give an Account of all their Actions. 8 
. 
|: 


ay 
7 
f 1 

s. 

5 

5 
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the I fay, from this dreadful Day of Mratb, and all thoſe amas 
on zing Terrors that do attend it; and which are but the due 


» Portion of them that do Evil, doth 
his only, ſer us free. 


this Salvation. For, in the Laſt 
7 Chriſt came to ſave the World, is after a holy, and a heaven- 
ly, and in ſome meaſute a happy Life in this World, to be 
© tranſlated into a ſtate of endleſs Happineſs in another World. 


Chriſt's Salvation, and 


But neither is this the greateſt Bleſſing that is contain'd in 
place; To be ſaved as 


Never to die any more; never to ſuffer the Uneaſineſſes 


and Infirmities of an earthly Body any more; never to know 
Pain or Sickneſs, Grief and Sorrow, Labour and Wearineſs, 
3 Diquiet or Vexation any more, But to live in perfect Eaſe 


and Peace; in perfect Freedom and Liberty; in a perfect 


Enjoyment of our ſelves, and the greateſt good we can be 


partakers of, and that in the moſt perfect way for ever and 


Never.“ | 


It is to have our Bodies chat ſleps in the duſt, raiſed againg 


and reunited to our Souls: But no longer groſs, earthly, cor- 
ſruptible Bodies; but ſpiricual, heavenly, immortal ones ; 
4 faſhion'd like unto Chriſt's glorious Body, in the which he 


2 now ſits at the Right-hand of God, 


It is to live in the City of the great King, the Heavenly 
Jeruſalem, a Country of perpetual Light and Bliſs; whers 


7 the Glory of the Lord doth fill the place; and where every 
Object that preſents it ſelf, adds a nn contriy 
burtes to the increaſe of the delight. 


It is to ſpend an Eternity in the moſt noble and agreeable: 


7 Employments : In viewing and contemplating the wonder- 
ful Works of God; in admiting the wiſe Contrivances of his: 


he Providence in all Ages; in adoring his infinite Love to the 
N- Sons of Men z in reflecting upon our own inexpreſſible happi- 
1G neſs that ariſeth from his Communications to us; and in ſing- 
ey ing everlaſting Hymns of Praiſe, and Joy, and Triumph ” 


God, and our Lord Jeſus, upon account of all theſe things. 


It is to dwell for ever in a place where there are no Objects 
gef Pity or Compaſſion ; of Anger or Envy; of Hatred on 
W Viltrut, Every perſon, there being as happy as he deſires > 


| (3) : | 
and all increaſing the Happineſs of one another by their mus 
tual Kindnefles and Endearments 


It is ro converſe with the moſt delightfal Company in the 


World; to be reſtored to the Society of all our dear Friends 


and Relations, that died in the Faith of Chriſt; and to have 
an acquaintance with all the great Souls whoſe illuſtrious Vi- 


tues and Atchievements made them famous in their Generati- 
ons. Laſtly, It is to be with Jeſus Chriſt, and to behold his 
Glory; and to live for everin ſeeing and enjoying the great 
God, in whoſe Preſence is the fulneſs of Joy, and at whoſe 
Right Hand there are Pleaſures for evermore. 5 
This is the Salvation which Chriſt hath purchas d for us: 
This is the Salvation which is offer d to all Mankind in the 
Goſpel. And now have we not great Reaſon to cry out with 
the Agaltle, How ſhall we eſcape if we negle# ſo great falva- 
ion: . — „ ; 
Can any thing be ſaid in excuſe for ſuch a Wretch, as be⸗ 
ing convicted of grievous Crimes, and thereupon juſtly ſen- 


tenc 


interceſſion of the Prince with his Father, hath not only a 
Pardon offer d him, but Preferment and Honour, and the Fa- 
vour of his Sovereign; doth yet nevertheleſs ſtand out againſt 
theſe Overtures, and deſpiſeth theſe undeſerv'd Bounties, 
and chuſeth rather to die miſerably, than to live happily ? I 
ſay, What can be ſaid in excuſe for ſuch unaccountable mad- 
neſs as this * Who can pity ſuch a ſtupid Fool, that will thus 
againſt all Senſe and Reaſon undo himfelf ? | 
Why, Brethren, this is juſt our Caſe. In as bad a con- 
dition are all of us, by reaſon of our Offences againſt Hea- 
ven, as this condemned Malefactor, or rather in a much worſe. 
For the worſt of his Puniſhment 1s but Temporal Death; but 
Spiritual Death, and all the horrid Conſequences thereof, are 
the deſerved Wages, the juſt Recompence of our Tranſgreſ- 
ons. 


d to ſuffer Death for them; yet through the powerful 5 


But ſo infinitely kind is our God to us, that through the 
Mediation of his Son Jeſus, he is willing not to take theſe ad- 
vantages againſt us. Nay, he offers a Pardon of all our Sins, 
Nay, not only fo, but he offer his Love, his Friendſhip, his 


3 Favour, 3 is better than 175 it ſelf. He offers to ad- 
Fance us into the neareſt relation with himſelf; to be the 
2 Children of the moſt high ; to be the Brethren of our Lord 
s Mcſus; to be Kings and Priefts with his own Son; and Heirs 
e Lesbe with him, of an Eternal Inheritance in the Heavens, 
of 4 Crown of Glory that fadeth not away. 
It is not now the extreameſt Stupitidy in the World, not ta 
s cloſe with thefe gracious Tenders? To be fo in love with Sin 
t and Miſery, to be ſo fond of Chains and Darkneſs, as to de- 
ſpiſe 1 unſpeakable n which Heaven holds forth 
to us 


„ O BlefedGod! That thou ſhouldſt be fo rich in Mercy, 
fo abundant in Kindneſs in love, as to propoſe the molt ineſti- 
h mable Treaſures of thy Grace and Favour to the Acceptance 


of every human Creature; and that yet moſt of us ſhould be 
ſo fooliſh or ſo wretched, as to take little notice of them! 


But we, Shallow Things as we are, are bewitched with this 
preſent World. A few painted Bubbles do ſo hold our Eyes, 
ul that we cannot look up to thofe Glorious unvaluable Gems, 


that are ſo fairly preſented before us. 

z- O the baſe degenerate Spirits of Mankind! that his 
ſbould be contented to lead the Life of Brutes, ( and it would 
be well if they could die like them too) when it is in their 
power to live like Angels, and God himſelf; 

That they ſhould with patience endure the Vaſlalage of the 
Devil, and a thouſand Luſts, as Impure and Tyrannical as 
he; when they may enjoy the moſt giorious Liberty of the 


Sons of God? 
That they fhould chufe to ſpend their days in Vanity and 
2. ZEmptineſs, in Folly and Miſery, in fanciful Satisfactions, 


AY 


but in real Care and Sorrow; and after all this, reap nothing 
re but Anguiſh, and Woe, and Confuſion for ever: When 
5 | they may both live happily here, ( God even in this World 
4 ſy requitiog them for all the Pains and Trouble they undergo 
© for his ſake; ) and in the World to come, be the nobleſt, che 
I moſt Glorious Beings that Words can . ox the Mind 
” | of Man conceive of, 


| fires, new Deſigns and Reſolutions to ariſe in our Minds. 


cumſtances thou wilt; 


I9 | 
O if we would fit ON and LY our ſelves leave calmly & ® 
to ponder theſe things; how would it be poſſible for us to 2 
lead fuch Lives as many oſ us do? How e e it be poſſible v 
for us to hive looſely and careleſly, without God, without 
any ſenſe of Religion, wholly minding the Gratification of | 
our brutiſh, or our worldly inclinations ? theſe. Arguments are | 
of fuch force that it is hard for Human Nature to ſtand out | 
againſt them, if they be vigorouſly applicd to the Mind. 
If we did heartily believe, and ſeriouſly. conſider what ihe | 
eſent Life is, and what will come after. If we did ſe- - 
dately weigh the infinite diſproportion between a Moment | 


f 
tl 
it 
- 


and Eternity; and what a very Trifle even the greateſt Bu- 


finefſes, the greateſt En joy ments, and the greateſt Suferings tl 
in this World, muſt needs be thought, in compariſon with 
that Eternal weight of Glory, or that everlaſting Shame and 
Confuſion of Face that will be hereafter : 7 


* 
I fay, if we did in good earneſt attend to theſe Things, we 

could ſcarce avoid the finding a ſtrange and a ſpeedy . 4 

an in our ſelves. We ſhould perceive new Thoughts, new De- © 12 


2 


We ſhould with the greateſt paſſion cry out, Let us be q 
happy in the next World, and then let what will become of | 
us in this. Deal with us here, O Lord, as thou pleaſeſt, 
ſcourge us, afflict us, puniſh us, diſpoſe us into what Gs 1 
let us but reign with Chriſt hereafter, 


and we have enough. 4 | 
Were our Minds once ſeriouſly affected with theſe hinge, 4 

all the great, and the rich, and the gay things of this World, 
which uſually carry ſuch Magick i in them, would look ſo con- 1 
temptibly, as that we ſhould be amazed at our ſelves, ever to. 'F; 
have had fo little Judgment at once to have put the Queſton, 3 
Whether for their ſakes we fhould loſe our Innocence, and 
the Peace of our Mind, and forfeit our Title to the Favour F | 
of God. O with what noble Thoughts and Reſolutions, | 
would the hopes of living for ever with our Lord Jeſus in bs 
Glory, inſpire us! How regular would it make us in all our | ; 
Converſation ? How diligent in the Mortification of our 


Luſts and evil Habits 2 Howe ſtrict and ſolemn in the — 


—_ 


2 ͤöO—— ͤ „ 
of Devotion? How ſerious and 8 the profeſſion of Chriſt's Re- 
ligion? And how ſollicitous above all things to keep a good Conſcience, 
and to do nothing inconſiſtent with our Duty, for the ſerving any ends 
whatſoever, - „ F 
ze But I bave dwelt too long upon this Head; I paſs on to the other Ge- 
}f Z neral Point which I mentiond, touching the greatneſs of this Salvation; 
and which will {till farther extreamly aggravate our negle& of it, And 
that is, The Greatxeſt of the Excouragement we have given us to ſet abont 
Ut it. In this reſpect allo we have reaſon to cry out, How ſhall we eſcape, if 
we neglect ſo great Salvation? = | 
1e Now under this Head, of the Encouragements that God hath given ever 
_ Z Chriſtian, to apply bimſelf to tlie obtaining this Salvation, I ſhalt inſiſt 
on theſe Three Particulars. 
Arſt, The Eaſineſe of the Terms upon which he offers it. 
U- 3 Secondly, His Readineſs; to accept even the greateſt Sinners that will ſer 
gs themſelves about it. | 
h Thirdly, The great Aſiſeauces he doth afford for the obtaining it. OF 
4 each of theſe very briefly. 
And Pirſt of all, Let us put the Text thus. How ſhall we eſcape, if 
ve neglect ſo great Salvation; which may be had upon ſuch eaſy Terms, 
ve lt is true, God when he propoſes Salvation to us in the Goſpel, dealeth 
i- with us as a Maſter doth with his Servants, we muſt do ſome Work before 
0 we have our Wages. If indeed Salvation can in any ſenſe be called Wages, 
and not rather the Gracious Bounty of God; fince there. is no Proportion 
at all between the work we do, and the Reward we receive for that work. 
But ſome work we muſt do, and therefore we are bid to work out our Sal- 
of vation. Some Services are to be perform'd on our parts, otherwiſe we 
are not to expect to enter into our Maſter's Joy. | 
But then, ſo. infinitely kind a Maſter we have, and ſo noble, fo rational, 
FL ingenious a Service he hath pur upon us ; that the very Eaſineſs of his 
er: Terms will be one of the blackeſt Aggravations of our Baſeneſs and inex- 
cuſable Guilt, in refufing his Salvation. 
Ps, lf the Conditions that God requireth of us had been ſuch as are repre- 
d. ſented in thetFth of Micah: Where the Prophet brings a Man ſpeaking 
? Fafter this manner; Wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow my 
N-- 3 (CH before the moſt high God? Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of 
to Rams, or ten thouſand Rivers of Oy! 2 Or ſball I give my Firſt born for 


n, ny Trauſgreſſion, the Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my Soul? | ſay, 5£ 


nd * he Terms of Recommending our ſelves ro God had been ſuch as theſe, we 

Ur bad had ſome Reaſon to com plain ot the Severity of them; and conſequent- 
y ſome excuſe for our not being fo forward to ſer upon that Salvation 

Ns. Frhich was promis'd upon them: They being neither good in themſelves, 
19. por practicable to the moſt For at this Rate none bur very Rich, or ve- 

5us My crucl hard-hearted Men could be ſuppoſed to go to Heaven. 

ar But wren, as the Prophet goes on, God hath commanded us only thoſe 


of N that are goa Aud what doth the Lord require of us, but to do 


ir- 
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of theſe things? And yet theſe are the dreadful Burthens that Chriſt ha# 


yogring atter that erer allingsa ration which be offers de us in the Goſpel 


+ Wy 42 es 
| juſtly. to love merty, and to walk Fe with our God? I ſay, fince this 
is our Cafe, whar excuſe can be made for that Man, that will not pur- 
chaſe everlaſting Salvation at ſo eaſy a Price as this? | 42 06 
Certain it is, that the Terms of our future Happineſs, as they are pro- 
poſed by our Saviour, are made up of Duties which are in themſelves ſo 
recable to the Make and Frame of our Nature; do ſo highly tend to the 
Improvement and Perfection of our Faculties; nay, and are ſo needful to 
our Happineſs and well-being in this world; that we muſt of neceſſity, if 
we would not be miſerable, have impoſed them as a Law upon our ſclves, þ 
tho' God had not oblig d us to them, And can it be accounted hard uſage ® 
in God, to promiſe eternal Rewards to the doing of thoſe things, which | 
we ſhould have thought reaſonable to be dane, tho' no ſuch Rewards had 
been promiſed ? Pp 6 | 
Are we not very hardly dealt with, think you, to have all the Glories 
of Heaven offcr'd to us upon ſuch Conditions as theſe? That we will live 
up to the Dignity of our Natures; that we will lead the Life of Men, and 19 
not of Brute Creatures; and that we will endeavour in this world to make 
our Being as happy as we can, by the Practice of Virtue and Righteouſneſs. 
And yet theſęe ate the Terms upon which God hath offer d Salvation 


8 


to Mankind in the Goſpel. O wonderful Severity: O heavy Burthen, 


not to be endured upon our Shoulders! 


VVhat ſhall we ſay to the Perverſeneſs of ſenſual Men ? The greateſt} 
Pleaſures that are to be had on Earth, are ſo terrible to them, that for 
their ſakes they dare not caſt a Look towards the Happineſs of Heaven. 


Such Self denying Creatures they are, that rather than be as happy as „ 
poſhble in this world, they will venture eternal Miſery in the world to, 

How is it poſſible to lay a ſurer Fonndation for Eaſe and Peace, and the 
Enjoyment of our ſelves in all States and Conditions ot Life, than to have 


pf 


£8 


s 
N 


= hearty Seaſe of God's Preſence and Goodneſs : To love him who is th? 


moſt lovely Object in the World; to believe his Revelations who is Truth 


it ſelf; to depend upon him in all our Neceſſities, and to rejoyce continu 


ally in the Expreſſions of his Kindneſs and Bounty to us. To procure to our 


ſelves as many Friends and as few Enemies as is poſſible, by being True, 


1.05 


and Faithful, and Juſt in our Dealings, and exerciſing Meekneſs and Cha- 


rity, and Kindneſs, and Forgiveneſs to all Men. To live in a ſober and 
moderate uſe of all the good things of this Life. To keep our Paſſions and 
Appetites within ſuch Bounds, as ſhall neither diſturb our Health, nor our" 
Underſtandings, nor the Eaſe and Quiet of our Minds, In a word, to go-# 
vern our ſelves and all our Actions, by the Law of the beſt and moſt per 
ſect Reaſon, PT | Ok 1 
What, I fay, can be more natural or more delightful, or what can mor: 

contribute to a comfortable aud happy Life in this World, than the Practice 


laid upon us. Theſe are the terrible Bugbears that fr ighr us fram endeay 


. 
i 
| 
| 


1 know it will be ſaid, That Repentance, and Mortifcatlon, and diſen- 
gaging our ſelves from vicious Habits, which is neceſſary to be done in 
order to Salvation, are not ſuch delightful things; but are very uncafie 
© 2nd troubleſome. I anſwer, So is Phyſick very troubleſome and uneaſie 
to a ſick Man; but when it has perform d its Effects, then Health and Joy 

T ſucceeds in the place of it. "AY | 
But beſides, as the hardſhip of tlieſe Duties laſts but a very little while; 
the ſo even during the time it doth laſt, a Man's Liſe is much more eaſie and 


1 ro comfortable, than while he liv'd a Slave to his Luſts, and was perpetually 
if haunted with an evil Conſcience. And this every Man in the World that 
ves, 


© ever tried, muſt needs acknowledge : Religion, even when its Severities 
'»* are the greateſt, (which is at the entrance of it) yet yields more Peace, 
nich and Happineſs, and Satisfaction, than a Life that is led without it. 

had Z So that upon the Conſideration of the whole matter; The Terms upon 
which Chriſt hath promiſed this great Salvation, muſt be acknowledged 
ſo highly reaſonable, ſo extreamly eaſie, that there will be no prerence of 
Excuſe left, for that Man, no poſſibility ot his eſcaping, that doth neg- 
and ect it. : 

nan Eſpecially, if ve add to this in the Second Place, The Univerſality with 
nels, ”) which it is offered, 
It is tender'd moſt ſeriouſly and affectionately to all fort 


I 


| s of Men: 
None are excluded; no, not the greateſt Sinners. How bad ſoever our 


Lives have formerly been; how much foever our Conſciences are oppreſ- 
ateſt ſed with the Guilt of Sin: Yet if we cloſe with our Sa viour's Terms (and 
2 verry caſie ones you ſee they are) he is ready to beſtow his Salvatior. up- 
on us. This alſo is another Conſideration, which as it gives us the grea- 
28 524 teſt Encouragement to ſer about this Work, ſo it will make us appear ſtill 
d to more inexcufable and unpitiable, if we do not. How ſhall we eſcape, if 
we negle& a Salvation which is tender d ſo freely, ſo unreſervedly to all 
d the Sinners (even the greateſt) without exception? | 
| It is a ſenſe of Guilt that oftentimes makes Men more guilty, le is 
the deſpair of Mercy that often ſtops up the way to amendment, and carries 
Turn Men on to ſtill more wicked and deſperate Courſes, But to have hopes, 


2 . nay, to have aſſurance of Forgiveneſs and Mercy, muſt needs fare have 
0 our quite other Effects. | | 


True, For the great God to proclaim his General Pardon to all his Rebellious 
Cha Creatures; nay, not only ſo, but to intreat them, to beſeech them to ac» 
r and cept of it, promiſing withal his Favour and eternal Life if they do: Sure 
5 ane this kind uſage is able to melt any ingenuous Miud into the moſt willing 
r out and hearty Submiſſions, Sure he muſt be a ſtrange kind of Creature, 
0 80% that is not won by ſo much Goodneſs to lay aſide his Enmity againſt 


Heaven, and reconcile himſelf to his God, ſhall Iay? or to his tendet- 
hearted Father. 


O my Brethren, to confider the ſtrange, ſurprizing, unexpected Mercy 
acti that is made over to Sinners in the Goſpel ; how ought it to affect us? 
How ovghr it to arouſe the moſt ſtupid, in ſenſible Mortals; and inflame 
; ” 8 : them 
opel : 


4 


God waits for you, and is ready to receive and embrace you. 


then, tho your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow : tho? they 


vou ſtill harden your Hearts, and negle# this great Salvation; be you 


the m with a deſire of returning to their Gracious God, from whom they We th 
have ſo long wander'd in the Mazes of Folly and Sin. 5 
It is not only the Righteous and Innocent, that ſhall have Benefit by ou 
the Blood of Chriſt: Thoſe that through a good Education, and a Vir- Weg a 
tuous Diſpoſition, have in a great Meaſure eſcaped the Pollutions of the Fat} 
World, and have all their Lives long given up themſelves to the Service WM T 
of Jeſus Chriſt: I fay, it is not to theſe only, that the Mercies of the Min 
Goſpel are extended; (tho of all others theſe are the moſt happy Peo= iſe h 
ple; ) but the Gate is open even to the Prodigal Children; thoſe that B 
have waſted all their Father's Subſtance in Lewateſs, and riotous Living: ati. 
Even theſe the Father is ready to receive with open Arms, if they can but Wnc 
have the Heart to return tohim, | uc 
O hearken to this and conſider it, all you) if there be avy ſuch Per- 1 
ſons here) that have hitherto liv'd luoſely and careleſly ; that have ne- tc 
ver minded God and his Religion, but have purſu'd a Courſe of Vice and iprel 
Senſuality, and Wickedneſs all your Lives long; that have given the Ftre 
Reins to your Brutiſh Paſſions and Appetites, and have with a high hand ind 
Affronted and Provoked the Majeſty of Heaven and Earth by your repea- Tent 
ted Tranſgreſſions: 85 = 
Vet as had as you are; as loudly as your Sins do cry to Heaven for & 
Vengeance, your Caſe is not deſperate if you can repent. 4 


ha, * 
* 


Deſparate, did I ſay ? The Gate of Mercy is open to you, the great n 


Chriſt Jeſus ſhed his Blood for you, even for you, and begs and intreats i} 
you to come and partake of the Benefits thereof. N 5 

The Angels of God do wiſh for your. Converſion, and there will be 
Joy in Heaven at the News of it. t 


And all this, we that are the Miniſters of Chriſt's Goſpel have Autho- | 
rity trom him to publiſh afeclare to you; and therefore we do beſeech 
you in Chriſt's ſtead, that you would be reconciled unto G. = 
It is not yer too late. You may yet be everlaſtingly happy, if you 
will conſider and turn. Chriſt yet offers you his Salvation. The Lord 
himſelf ſpeaks to you; Waſh you, make you clean, put away the evil of 
your doings from before my eyes; ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, And 


red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wooll, Iſai. i. 16, 18. 

O my Brethren, having theſe kind Invitations ; having theſe reviving it 
Hopes, theſe Aſſarances of God's Mercy; Why ſhould any of us be wick- 
ed any longer? Why ſhould we go on a ſtep farther towards our own un- 
doing ? Why ſhould we not preſently break looſe from our Sins, and go 
whither our gracious God ſo lovingly calls us, to his Mercy, to his Fa- 
your, to our own everlaſting Salvation? : | 


But if after all cheſe aſtoniſhing Overtutes of Grace and Goodneſs, hi 


Jour ſelves Judges, whether you ſhall deſerve any favour, Pity or any 
Compaſſion, when you come moſt to need it; and when in the Anguiſh of 5 
your Soul you bitter ly cry out for it, ; 8 O; 


©, it will be a ſtinging Conſideration one day, to think of the greatneſs 
f that Mercy that you do now reject: To think how often God called you, 
ut you refuſed ; How often he ſirertcheth forth his Hand, to have kept 
ou from that Deſtruction you were fo cagerly purſuing, but you did not 
gard him, How often he would have gathered you to him, as a Hen 
he fat hereth Fi Chickens under her wings, Put ye would nat, 
Then will you ſadly wiſh, that you had in this your day underſtood the 
hings that belong to your Peace. But it will be too late, they will then 
e hid from yonr Eyes. | 
But Thirdly and Lafil; to Conclude, Our Neglect of Chriſt's Sal- 
: ation will ſtill appear moſt Criminal and Inexcuſable, if we conſider the 
ncouragement we have to {cr about it, upon account of the great Afifi= 
uces that God is ready to afford us for the obtaining of ie. 
It is natural for Men, when they are beaten out of other Excuſes, to 
Itch Apologies tor their Neglect, or Slothfulneſs, in any Buſineſs chat is 
Preſs'd upon them, for the greatneſs of the Work, and their want of 
Scrength ond Ability to go through it, And here it is, that the Senſual - 
and Careleſs among us, notwithſtanding what has been hitherto repre- 
KEotcd, will be apt to rake Refuge. 
9 Tho' Heaven (ſay they ) be a glorious Place, and the way to it plainſy 
d tough deſeribed, yet is a very long Jourvey ; and we mult expect ro meet 
Vith many Difficulties in it. Whatever you talk of the Reafonabieneſs 
Ind the Eafineſs of that Courſe of Life that leads to it, yer we find by 
gur own Trials that it is very hard for Fleſh and Blood to live after that 
Rate of Strictneſs. 
The Temptations to Sin are every where fo many, and fo powerful; 
Ind our own Strength for the refiiting of them, ſo little and inconfidera- 
e; that we may in ſome mea ſure be excuſed, if we be not ſo forward in 
the undertaking, or ſo ſucceisful in the managing of ſuch an Affair as 
is. 
But O how yain are e theſe Allegations ! As if you had no Supports a- 


ou inſt theſe Diſcouragements ; but Thrift had left you to work our your 
ord Alvation entirely by your own Strength. Do bur caft your Eyes upwards, 
J nd look at the mighty Succours which Chriſt Jeſus holds forth to you; 
ld | 


and you will confeſs, that were thoſe weakneſſes you complain of, thoſe 
Difficulties you have to conflict with, much more confiderable than they 
We; yet they are not to be accounted of, they are not to be named, 

ing King ſo exceedingly overbalanc'd by thoſe Divine Powers and Aids which 
ck- Hod will derive upon you, if you wilt ſeriouſly engage in this Wor k. 
un- Chriſt Jeſus hath not only purchas'd a Kingdom for you, and taught you 
80 ; e way to arrive to\it, but he hath purchaſed the 1 Spine, to be your 
ra- @ncinual Afiftanc in your way thither, 

ie hath not only ſer you a glorions Example, and bid you to follow 
et, Sim, but he hath ſent down the Holy Ghoſt, as his Vicegerent upon 
you Marth, to conduct you to that Bleſſed Place where he is. 


What 
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8 * 1 nn 
Fou have the Grace and the Preſence of the Living God always n 
Ay at hand, if you ſeriouſly pray for it, to ſtrengthen your Weakneſſ, 
to aſſiſt your Endeavours, to enlighten your Minds, ro fortifie 50 
Wills, to excite your Affections, to ſupport you under all Temptation 
"and in a Word, to fight all the Lord's Battels with you ; provided yt 
be Sincere and Honeſt, in the Proſecution of that glorious Warfare whit 


* 


God hath call'd y ou out into. 


- - 
8 


What can you deſire more than this ? God hath promiſed, That 
will never leave you nor forſake you, Heb. xiii, 5. Tou are afſur'd by h 
Apoltle, That greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the Wor 
1 John iv. 4. And another Apoſtle doubrs not to affirm, That oz hy 
-— pal bo able to ſeparate you from the Love of God, which is in Chriſt 7 
ſus, neither Life, nor Death, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powe 
nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 4 
other Creature, Rom. viii. 38, 39, Nothing under Heaven, exce| 
Your ſelves, can do you any Miſchief. | 
And now this being our Caſe ; What muſt be ſaid of us, if we be ni 
Virtuous and happy? How ſhall we think to eſcape, if we neglect a 8 
vation, for the obtaining of which we have ſuch mighty Succours at 
Aſſiſtances afforded to us. = 8 8 | 
O let theſe Conſiderations fire us into brave and worthy Thoughts! 
us make no more vain Excuſes. Let us no longer pretend I know n 
what Difficulties ; bur let us chearfully and re ſolvedly apply our ſelves 
the working out our Salvation; knowing, That as it is God which wor 
erh in us the Wil; ſo the ſame God will alſo work in us the Power of d 
ing it. | | h 
We have no reaſon to be afraid of any thing; to be diſcouraged at an 
thing. For God Almighty is with us; God Almighty that made us, ſt 
takes care of us: And is ready for ever to aſſiſt all his faithful Servants 
all their Extremities. | 
- Chriſt Feſus our High Prieſt, fits at the Right-Hand of God, and co 
tinually makes Interceſſion for us. 8 ” 
The Holy Spirit never fails to vouchſafe his Preſence in the Souls of 
 well-diſpoſed Perſons, to carry them through all Dangers; through all Di 
ficulcies, through all Temptations, fy Y 
In a word, we need fear nothing, fo long as we defign and reſolve wel 
and endeavour to do well, For both Father, Son, and Holy Gheſt, half 
engaged themſelves in the Salvation of all ſuch Perſons, To which Et: 
aa God, &c. Ar 8 
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